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Design considerations: When possible, avoid lining the property with a straight line of a single plant species, which draw an obvious line where the
property ends. Instead imitate a woods’ edge or streambank. This naturalistic approach obscures the boundary line, and gives an illusion of a larger
property. Keeping an emphasis on durable evergreen selections, put plants together that contrast and complement each other in habit and foliage
textures. Varying plant materials in this way allows selection of plants for changes in sun, shade, and drainage across the entire site.

More important, using a mixed species plantings is a better bet because a single species may succumb to problems, or a new pest. In other words, don’t
put all your eggs in one basket. Also do not use a predictable “one of these with one of those” since the problem can still wipe out half the screen.
Instead use clusters and natural looking groups so if something does die, there will be no glaring “hole” in the screen jokingly described as the “missing
tooth” appearance.. This relaxed approach allows the addition of more plants if some are lost (and they will be!) and the ability to understory with
lower growing shrubs if plants begin to thin out at the base over time. This is why the following chart will include smaller lower growing species for
these roles, though on their own are not considered to be large fast screening plants. If room allows, consider the screen as a contrasting back drop for
colorful seasonal deciduous material, including plants for wildlife habitat.

Screening Plants for Tennessee Landscapes

Scientific/ Size/ ngh:aﬂeeds Cultivars
Common Name Habit Sun | Sun |shade| Bloom/Berry Of Note Best Sites and Functions
Evergreen Shrubs, Small Trees '
Aucuba japonica 6-10 X1 X ‘Rozannie’ Excellent shade tolerance, forms with showy
‘Picturata’ variegated foliage, useful as an understory filler in
‘Variegata’ screens.
Agarista populifolia 8-12’ X | X X |Small fragrant white flowers in Multi-stemmed shrub with arching branches,
Poplarleaf Leucothoe spring, bell shaped, hang shade tolerant, good for wet soils, in full sun will
under foliage. require moisture, Native.
Camellia Various X| X Wide range of colors and Several cultivars are available with varying sizes
Numerous hybrids bloom times fall/late and bloom times, cold hardy selections have
winter/early spring increased landscape use.
Cleyera japonica
See Ternstroemia




Light Needs

Scientific/ Size/ o Cultivars
Common Name Habit sun | sun |shade| Bloom/Berry Of Note Best Sites and Functions
Ternstroemia 8-10/ X | X | X | Insignificant Broadleaf, landscape value is in its evergreen
gymnanthera shiny foliage, may be susceptible to leaf spotting.
Cleyera
Elaeagnus ebbengii 10-15° X | X Fragrant white blooms in the |cultivars are available Large dense shrub, great for slopes & erosion
Elaesagnus fall (not showy), small red control, thinner foliage in shade, variegated.
drupe ripens in the spring
llex vomitoria Various XX ]| X Tree & Weeping forms | Very adaptable to southern gardens, tolerates
Tree Yaupon wet, dry, sunny, or shady conditions
llex x attenuate 20-30 X1 X Red Berries in winter ‘Fosteri’ Can produce berries without pollination from a
Foster Holly male plant, Upright conical growth habit.
llicium parviflorum 12'x12’ X | X | X |insignificant ‘Florida Sunshine’ Excellent shade tolerance, large mounding shrub,
Anisetree tolerates poor drainage, fragrant licorice scented
foliage, lanky when young but grows full and
dense over time without pruning.
Juniperus chinensis Various XX Winter interest with small Upright Many cuitivars are available of varying height,
Chinese Juniper blue berries (cones) on female |‘Blue Point’ color, and form some quite spreading being wider
plants, and yellow cones on ‘Hetzii’ than tall at maturity.
male plants ‘Hetzii Columnaris’
‘Keteleer/’
‘Spartan’
Torulosa’
Spreading
‘Angelica Blue’
‘Holbert’
Juniperus virginiana | Various X1| X Winter interest with small Upright Straight species known as Eastern Red Cedar is
Eastern Red Cedar blue berries (cones) on female | ‘Burkii’ still a good addition, varying form some quite
plants, and yellow cones on ‘Canaertii’ spreading being wider than tall at maturity.
male plants Taylor’
Spreading
‘Grey Owl’
‘Grey Guardian’
Loropetalum chinense |8-15’ XX Showy blooms in Spring in ‘Zhuzhou Fuchsia’ For screening purposes select large growing

Loropetalum

shades of white and fuchsia

forms, not dwarf forms, several cultivars are
available with varying sizes and leaf color, prefers
well-drained soil, severe winter may defoliate.




Light Needs

Scientific/ Size/ o Cultivars

Common Name Habit sun | Sun |Shade | Bloom/Berry Of Note Best Sites and Functions

Rhododendron Various X | X |[Bloomsin many shades fora |Look for larger forms Good shade tolerance, useful as an understory

Azalea few short weeks in early like: filler, requires acidic soil, can be evergreen or

spring. Some re-bloom with a |‘George L. Taber’ deciduous, seek out evergreen forms for
smaller show in fall. ‘G.G. Gerbing’ screening, not as cold hardy as Rhodies.
‘Formosa’

Rhododendron Various X | X |Bloomsin many shadesin ‘Roseum Elegans’ worth |Large leaved evergreen rhododendrons. Many

Rhodies Spring trying in warmer parts | species are native to mountainous regions in East

of the state TN.

Viburnum ‘Pragense” |10 &up | X | X | X [Showy, slightly fragrant bloom Shiny dark green foliage, good shade tolerance,

Prague Viburnum in spring on impressive large fast growing, rounded irregular growth habit,

cymes, pink opening to white. reliably evergreen

Viburnum 10’ X | X | X {[Showy, slightly fragrant bloom Foliage looks dull and less attractive in winter,

rhytidophyllum in spring on impressive large rounded irregular growth habit, less winter hardy

Leatherleaf viburnum cymes, yellowish white than Prague viburnum.

Viburnum x 8-12' X | X Fragrant pink blooms opento |‘Conoy’ Semi-evergreen, occasional fall color

burkwoodii white in Spring ‘Mohawk’

Burkwood Viburnum

Larger Evergreen Trees )

Cryptomeria japonica |Various XX ‘Chapel View' Utilize tree forms for screen areas that require

Japanese Cryptomeria height.

Cupressus arizonica | Various X | X ‘Carolina Sapphire’ Can be short lived.

Arizona Cypress ‘Blue Ice’

Hlex ‘Nellie R. Stevens’ |15-30"or | X | X ‘Nellie R. Stevens’ Some shade tolerance, fruits not as long lasting as
above at ‘Emily Bruner’, FAST growing, great option for
maturity southern states.

llex latifolia Various X | X Must plant male and Some shade tolerance, large pyramidal form,

Lusterleaf Holly female for berry requires well drained solil, leaf size and shape are

production reminiscent of Magnolia grandifiora

ilex hybrids Various X | X ‘Emily Bruner’ Some shade tolerance, large pyramidal form, dark

Lusterleaf Hybrids (20-30°H) green foliage, persistent red berries, requires well

‘Mary Nell’ Mary Nell’ is | drained soil.

self-fertile
ilex Various X | X Oakleaf- 15’ Glossy, dark green, spiny foliage, new growth can
Red Hybrid Holly Cardinal- 15’ be reddish/purple.




Light Needs

Scientific/ Size/ S Cultivars
Common Name Habit sun | Sun |shade| Bloom/Berry Of Note Best Sites and Functions
llex xattenuata Various X | X Heavily fruited with red ‘Foster No. 2° most Glossy foliage, small, spined leaves. Some of the
‘Fosteri’ berries..some forms are self | common in the trade selections from the Foster group are self fertile
Foster Holly fertile
Juniperus virginiana | Various XX Blue berry (tiny cone) found | ‘Burkii’ Straight species known as Eastern Red Cedar is
Eastern Red Cedar on female forms is attractive | ‘Canaertii’ still a good addition.
and is eaten by birds ‘Taylor’
Magnolia grandifiora |Various X | X | x [|Fragrant white bloom from ‘D.D. Blanchard’ Some shade tolerance, better bloom with
Southern Magnolia May-July ‘Southern Charm’ increased sun, intolerant of urban pollutants.
Dwarfs ‘Little Gem’ noted for reblooming throughout
‘Little Gem’ summer and fall. Huge variation in size, so
Teddy Bear research thoroughly. Can tolerate poorly drained
soils.
Magnolia virginiana | Various X | X | x [Fragrant white bloom in spring | ‘Henry Hicks’ Can grow in wet as well as dry soils, and tolerates
Sweet Bay Magnolia and sporadically throughout | ‘Moonglow’ heavy clays. The cultivars listed here are noted to
summer ‘Green shadow’ be more evergreen than straight species so would
‘Greenbay’ be better selections for screening
Thuja occidentalis Various X | X ‘Emerald’-slow Prefer deep well-drained soil.
Eastern Arborvitae ‘Wansdyke Silver’
Thuja plicata Various X | X ‘Green Giant’ Tolerates heat & humidity.
Arborvitae ‘Spring Grove’
Evergreens for Narrow spaces = . - - w P 2 TR g e s mans 85 Rl Bets el gl
Thuja occidentalis Various X | X 'Degroot’s Spire' Many of these cultivars can be as narrow as 3-4’,
Eastern Arborvitae ‘Jantar’ great accent plant, and effective for screen height
‘American Pillar’ in a tight area.
Skywalker
Thin Man
‘Emerald’
Cupressus Various X | X ‘Green Arrow’ Tall & narrow with weeping branches
nootkatensis ‘Van den Akker’
Alaskan Cypress
llex crenata Various X | X ‘Sky Pencil’ Must have excellent drainage for survival. Often
Japanese Holly not long lived because of its picky nature
concerning soil and site.
ilex vomitoria Various X | X ‘Scarlet Peak’ Tree forms and weeping forms can be up to 20’,
Yaupon Holly Dwarf forms may be useful as understory.

Tolerant of poor drainage yet also of dry sites.




Light Needs

Winter Honeysuckle

Scientific/ Size/ — Cultivars

Common Name Habit Sun | Sun |Shade| Bloom/Berry Of Note Best Sites and Functions

Juniperus virginiana | Various X | X ‘“Taylor’ Good slender selection may be found as well as

Red Cedar ' broad spreading.

Dense Deciduous Shrubs

Forsythia xintermedia |10’ X | X Yellow blooms in early spring | Cultivars with restrained | Upright arching branches, deciduous, allow to

Forsythia growth are available grow naturally without shearing, fast grower.

Forsythia suspensa 10 X | X Yellow blooms in early spring Upright, fountain like branches, deciduous, not as

Weeping Forsythia floriferous as F. xintermedia.

Jasminum nudiflorum |4’shrub X | X Yellow blooms late Mounding mass of trailing branches, can root

Winter Jasmine 15" if winter/early spring before where branch contacts soil, deciduous but vines
trained leaf-out remain green and stand out in the winter

landscape, some shade tolerance.
Lonicera 6-10’ X | X Small fragrant white blooms in Deciduous but holds foliage well into fall, allow to
fragrantissima early spring grow naturally in a shrubby habit, some shade

tolerance, zone 4-8.

Prickly shrubs that discourage Passage

Leatherleaf Mahonia

spring become blueish berry
clusters in late summer

llex cornuta 8-15’ X | X ‘Burfordii’ Leaves are shiny green and spiny, habit is dense
Chinese Holly ‘Dwarf Buford’ and rounded, zones 7-9 and 6 if protected.
' ‘Rotunda’ ‘Femina
Spreading’
llex 15'H X | X Oakleaf Glossy, dark green, spiny foliage, new growth can
Red Hybrid Holly Cardinal be reddish/purple, drought and heat tolerant.
Poncirus trifoliate 8-20' X | X Fragrant white blooms in ‘Flying Dragon’ has more | Leaves are lustrous dark green, habit is oval shrub
Trifoliate Orange, spring become small yellow | contorted growth habit, |to small tree, extremely spiny stems, Zone 5-9.
Mockorange, Hardy fruits in fall often comes true from
Citrus seed
Yucca glauca 4-5 X | X Evergreen, leaves taper to a sharp point,
Soapweed Yucca Zone 4-8,
Yucca gloriosa 8 or X | X Evergreen, wide leaves are spine-tipped.
Spanish Dagger more
Pyracantha coccinea | 6-18’ X | X Dropping clusters of white Dark green leaves in summer, may faded to
Scarlet Firehorn flowers in spring become brown in winter, orange-red berries in late
orange-red berries in fall summer-winter, has a wild/natural habit and
spiny thorns, Zone 6-9.
Mahonia bealei 6-12’ X |Clusters of yellow flowers in Pinnately compound leaves with 5-7 prominent

spines per leaflet, Zone 6-7, birds love the berries,

can reseed and become invasive.




